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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
8th June 2011

SECC BOOSTS SCOTLAND’S ECONOMY BY OVER £640 MILLION
In new figures announced today, the Scottish Exhibition + Conference Centre (SECC) contributed £397 million to the Glasgow economy and a further £247 million to the wider Scottish economy during the last financial year.
The figures were generated using a economic impact model developed by KPMG for the SECC and examines the period April 2010 – March 2011, during which the iconic Scottish venue hosted 218 events, attracting approximately 1.26 million visitors and a further 26,000 exhibitors to the city.
Whilst concerts have the most direct impact on Glasgow’s economy (£166 million), appealing predominantly to local audiences, International conferences and events, which are a growing part of the SECC’s business, have  a far greater impact on the Scottish economy (£75 million) with Glasgow and Scotland being showcased to a wider international audience.
Further results show that the SECC benefits key business sectors within Glasgow including accommodation, food and drink and retail industries, with a total expenditure of £236 million, supporting 7,000 full time jobs in Glasgow and a further 4,000 across Scotland.
John Sharkey, Chief Executive of the SECC said: “These economic impact figures not only show the contribution the SECC makes to both Scottish and local Glasgow economies, but it also demonstrates our full commitment in supporting the city and its wide range of local businesses, through the large number of events and visitors we host each year.  

“It is pleasing to know that the SECC has the same sort of economic impact on Scotland and Glasgow as the 02, the world’s largest entertainment venue, has on London. 
“We continue to attract a significant number of international conferences and events which showcase Scotland and the city of Glasgow as a premier business and leisure destination with unrivalled facilities and hospitality.  This is certainly reflected in the figures on visitor expenditure when attending an SECC event. 

“What’s more these conferences act as a showpiece for promoting Glasgow to a wider audience for tourism, education and inward investment. With the addition of the Scottish National Arena, we can only strengthen our position having already secured a number of international events for the venue after completion in 2013.”
For more information on Scottish Exhibition + Conference Centre, visit the website at www.secc.co.uk
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Notes to editor

Winner of  M&IT’s Best UK Conference Centre, the SECC is situated in the heart of Glasgow, Scotland’s cultural and commercial capital, and is one of the UK’s largest integrated venues, purpose-built to provide exhibition, conference and concert space. Capable of delivering events from two to well over 10,000 delegates, the SECC has space with flexibility; from the iconic Clyde Auditorium to the Loch Suite of meeting rooms, all joined to 22,355m2 of exhibition space. 
